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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:
WITH HEARTFELT THANKS

Over the past several weeks, | have
spent time reflecting on my journey

at Misericordia Health Centre and the
deep privilege it has been to serve this
community. After much consideration, |
have made the decision to retire, with my
final day at MHC being April 17, 2026.

When [ joined Misericordia in 2009 as
Chief Nursing Officer, | could not have
imagined the profound impact this
organization would have on my life. In
2017, stepping into the role of President
& CEO felt like a natural continuation of
my commitment to compassionate leadership, clinical excellence,
and service to community. It has been an honour to walk alongside
such dedicated staff, physicians, volunteers, Sisters, and partners.

Together, we have navigated times of growth, transformation, and
challenge. From welcoming the WRHA's Community IV Program,
opening Transitional Care Units, launching the Minor Injury and
lliness Clinic in record time, and bringing Misericordia Terrace to
life — each milestone reflects a collective commitment to innovation
grounded firmly in our Mission. Guiding MHC through the pandemic
remains one of the most humbling experiences of my career, as |
witnessed firsthand the compassion, resilience, and courage that
define this community.

| take great pride in the way this organization lives the legacy of
the Misericordia Sisters. Our Mission, Compassion of the Heart for
Those in Need, is not simply a statement; it is evident in the acts
of care carried throughout our building each day. I'm so grateful to
have had a team who has lived out this Mission with me.

Thank you for the trust, partnership, and shared dedication you
have given throughout these years. | leave with deep gratitude and
confidence in the bright future ahead for Misericordia Health Centre.

With heartfelt thanks,
Caroline DeKeyster
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cdekeyster@misericordia.mb.ca
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PayDay Payout 50/50 Returns
for Another Exciting Year

Kris Erickson, President & CEO
MHC Foundation

The Foundation team is pleased
to share that the WRHA PayDay
Payout 50/50 will be returning for
another year!

After a strong and successful
year, the momentum continues —
with more than 4,400 WRHA staff
currently participating and a prize
pool that has already surpassed
$80,000!

If you’ve previously signed up,
you’re all set and will automatically
remain entered in the draws — no
action required.

If you haven't joined yet, there’s still
time! To be included in all upcoming
draws, be sure to keep an eye out
for future communication and sign
up between May 11 and June 2.

Draws take place every two weeks,
with one lucky winner taking home
a minimum of $40,000. With each
ticket purchased, the prize pool
continues to grow — creating even
more exciting opportunities to win.

As always, thank you for everything
you do. Wishing you a wonderful
spring!




DR. HANNAH RECIEVES ORDER OF MILITARY MERIT -
CONGRATULATIONS!

Dr. Richard Hannah, a member of MHC’s Clinical Resource Team, was recently in Ottawa with his family
to be awarded the Order of Military Merit (Officer) by Her Excellency the Right Honorable Mary Simon
Governor General and Commander-in-Chief of Canada.

Lieutenant-Colonel Hannah was nominated in large |
part for his role in the development of aeromedical
evacuation capabilities in the Canadian Forces.

His involvement in long-distance aeromedical
evacuation began in 2007 when he was deployed
to Germany where he cared for and coordinated
the safe movement of hundreds of soldiers
wounded in Afghanistan safely home to Canada.

He later developed a “forward aeromedical
evacuation” capability to include critical care
emergency medicine on board military helicopters
to enable patient resuscitation between the point of
injury and surgical care.

Dr. Hannah and his team also designed an
isolation system for the transportation by air of
people with infectious diseases. This system looks
like a sea container and functions like a “negative
pressure hospital room within large military
transport aircraft. It has the capacity for up to three
ICU patients or multiple lower-acuity patients.” The
system alleviates any fear of pilots or other aircrew
of becoming infected.

During the COVID epidemic Canadian

patients were flown from areas of Canada with
overwhelmed ICUs to other areas that had ICU
capacity - as well as to move critically-ill Canadian
patients’ home from foreign postings. The capability remains on standby for any future significant
infectious disease.

Dr. Hannah with his sons (L-R) Cameron, Kyle and Richard

The military brought Dr. Hannah to Winnipeg in
2013, where he was employed as the medical
director for search and rescue, aeromedical
evacuation and advisor to the Commander

of the Operational Airforce and the Canadian
NORAD region. He has now eased out of that
role and continues his work in the miliary while
keeping patient care skills fresh working at
Misericordia.

He humbly dismissed congratulations on his
award and was quick to point out his mother,
Kathryn Hannah, is a recipient of the Order of
Canada due to her nursing work advancing
electronic health records.
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OHS CONSULTANT ON SITE

MHC's human resources has brought on a Safety and
Health Consultant to help fulfill all the requirements of a
provincially mandated Occupational Safety and Health
Program. We would like to introduce Taras Stecy! Taras
has a wealth of knowledge with more than 25 years of
experience in health care related Occupational Safety
and Health.

In the coming months, MHC will be going through an
OSH audit to meet the requirements for certification
under the Manitoba Association of Safe Healthcare
(MASH).

You may come across Taras walking the halls, touring
departments, joining into various meeting groups, and
asking a lot of questions.

Please welcome Taras to MHC and feel free to approach
him at any time.
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HEALTH IN FRENCH EXCELLENCE AWARD NOMINEE

It is our pleasure to congratulate one of our occupational
therapists, Flo, on being nominated for the Health in French
Excellence Award—an honour that recognizes outstanding
commitment and meaningful contributions to French-language
health services.

Flo’s dedication to supporting both clients and colleagues in
French at Misericordia Health Centre does not go unnoticed.
Her willingness to assist others and help foster an inclusive,
accessible environment makes a lasting difference in the care
we provide.

Congratulations, Flo, on this well-deserved recognition, and
thank you for the positive impact you continue to make every
day.




NEW HIRES

Brad Black, RN Il, Ambulatory
Clinic

Christopher Rondeau, Nurse
Practitioner, Health Links — Info
Santé

Gloria Tshimpanga, Nurse
Practitioner, Health Links — Info
Santé

Jessica Meilleur, Nurse
Practitioner, Health Links — Info
Santé

Karen Ann Purugganan,
Ophthalmic Assistant,
Ophthalmology Clinic

Laryssa Sawchuk Franz,
Manager Health Services,
Health Links — Info Santé

Marcello Paolucci, RN II,
Health Links — Info Santé

Mariah Pankiewicz, Nurse
Practitioner, Minor Injury &
lliness Clinic

Raman Sekhon,
Polysomnography Technologist,
Sleep Disorder Centre

Raquel Epp, Nurse Thursday, April 9 | 2-4:30 p.m.

et HERITAGE
COLLECTION

GRAND REOPENING
REFRESHMENTS AND HISTORY

Our heritage volunteers would love to share
stories about our artifacts and highlight the
rich history of Misericordia. Meet at Eye Bank
near 2nd floor Maryland eye clinics and
follow the signs to find us.




