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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: 
COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
 At Misericordia Health Centre, our mission 

of compassionate care extends beyond 
Winnipeg. As part of the International 
Misericordia Family (IMF), Misericordia is 
connected to organizations across North 
America that share the same values first 
lived by the Misericordia Sisters. Here in 
Winnipeg, three of these Heritage Groups 
— Misericordia Health Centre, Villa Rosa, 
and Acorn Place — trace their roots 
directly to the work of the Misericordia 
Sisters. Mission leads and reps from these 
organizations recently met in Montreal 
for the IMF’s annual conference with 
colleagues and Misericordia Sisters.

Villa Rosa: A Safe Haven for New Beginnings 
Founded in 1898 by the Misericordia Sisters, Villa Rosa began as 
a refuge for single pregnant women at a time when few supports 
existed. More than a century later, Villa Rosa remains a haven of 
hope and empowerment. Each year, the organization provides 
housing, counselling, education, and parenting support to hundreds 
of expectant and new parents. Residents are encouraged to continue 
their education and build life skills in a nurturing environment. 

Acorn Place: Continuing Rosalie’s Legacy 
The story of Acorn Place begins with Rosalie Cadron-Jetté, the 
founder of the Misericordia Sisters. Her empathy for single mothers, 
born from her own life experiences, inspired a lifelong mission to 
serve women and their children with compassion. Today, Acorn 
Place honours her legacy by providing community-based supports 
for families with young children. At Acorn Place, the tiny purple violet 
symbolizes humility and service. It reminds them the values of the 
Misericordia Sisters live on in Acorn Place’s daily work.

Together with Acorn Place and Villa Rosa, Misericordia Health Centre 
continues to strengthen the bonds of community, compassion, and 
care that have defined our shared history. 

 
Caroline DeKeyster 
cdekeyster@misericordia.mb.ca

Calling all Angels! 
Kris Erickson, President & CEO 
MHC Foundation
Rejoice! Our beloved Angel Squad 
campaign kicks off on Tuesday, 
December 2, and we hope you’ll 
join in the festivities! 

This year marks the 30th 
anniversary of Angel Squad, and 
we’re celebrating in a big way. To 
mark this milestone, limited edition 
Angel Squad tumblers are available 
for $30 at the MHC Foundation 
office and Gift Shop, with proceeds 
supporting pediatric dental and 
ophthalmology patients at MHC. 
 
We’re looking for volunteers to 
don wings and halos on December 
2 to help us launch this year’s 
campaign! We truly look forward to 
seeing some of your smiling faces 
lined up on the bridge once again! 

If you’re interested in helping 
spread holiday cheer and 
supporting a great cause, please 
contact us at mhcfoundation@
misericordia.mb.ca or 204-788-
8458 to sign up. 

Stay tuned for more details and 
keep an eye out for posters and 
updates around MHC.

As always, thank you for everything 
you do!
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TRANSFORM YOUR SPEAKING 
SKILLS WITH HSC TOASTMASTER

Join HSC Toastmasters to engage in dynamic 
speaking challenges, connect with supportive peers, 
and watch your leadership skills soar!

Transform Your Speaking Skills with HSC 
Toastmasters! Are you ready to boost 
your confidence and become a powerful 
communicator?

Virtual meetings are held every Tuesday from 12:05 - 
12:45 p.m. and everyone is welcome! 
For more information, contact Pauline Langedock, 
plangedock@sharedhealthmb.ca today!

INTRODUCING DR. TURK 

We’re delighted to welcome Dr. Turk back 
to Misericordia Health Centre, where he 
officially moved his practice this past July. No 
stranger to Misericordia, Dr. Turk completed his 
ophthalmology residency here between 2014 and 
2019, before continuing training in Wales and 
Calgary. 
 
Now specializing in oculoplastic, orbital surgery 
as well as ocular oncology, Dr. Turk returns to the 
same halls where his career began—this time 
stepping into a role once held by his longtime 
mentor, Dr. Bellan. During his residency, Dr. Turk 
assisted Dr. Bellan with numerous procedures. 
In a true full-circle moment, the now-retired 
Dr. Bellan occasionally assists Dr. Turk in the 
operating room. 
 
Dr. Turk says Misericordia is the ideal home for 
his practice, noting that “it’s the best spot for 
patient care, with everything needed for complex 
procedures right here in the building.” He adds 
that he appreciates the collaborative culture, the 
dedicated staff, and the beautiful facility. “We’re 
blessed to have such a strong ophthalmology 
department and to work alongside different 
specialties that all contribute to excellent patient 
care.”

Beyond the operating room, Dr. Turk finds 
creative ways to connect with the next 
generation. This year, he’ll be presenting 
Misericordia trophies to students from Grade 4 
to high school at the Manitoba School Science 
Symposium and the Manitoba First Nations 
Education Resource Centre (MFNERC) 
Awards—recognizing projects focused on vision, 
sight, and elder care. In true hands-on fashion, 
Dr. Turk is 3D-printing the trophies himself, a 
skill he applies both in ophthalmology and in his 
personal pursuits.

REMEMBERANCE DAY 2025
On November 11, we pause to remember the courage, 
sacrifice, and unwavering spirit of those who served and 
continue to serve in times of war, conflict, and peacekeeping.



INTRODUCING ELAINE ROSS 
We’re pleased to welcome Elaine Ross, regional 
Indigenous patient advocate with WRHA 
Indigenous Health, to Misericordia Health Centre. 
Elaine joined the Misericordia community in 
February 2025, settling into her new space in 
3350 Wolseley west. 
 
As a regional Indigenous patient advocate, Elaine 
provides advocacy and manages complaints 
and feedback for Indigenous patients across all 
WRHA hospitals and health centres—including 
Churchill—as well as Southeast, Golden West, 
Riverview, and Deer Lodge personal care homes, 
and WRHA community programs and primary 
care clinics. 
 
Elaine notes that one of the key challenges in 
her work is under-reporting. “Minorities and 
people with low socio-economic status are less 
likely to make formal complaints due to systemic 
distrust and fear of negative consequences,” 
she explains. “Without feedback opportunities, 
we lose the chance to learn from these 
experiences and work toward positive change 
and reconciliation.” 
 
Raised on Treaty 1 Territory and a proud 
member of Sandy Bay Ojibway First Nation, 
Elaine—whose spirit name is White Buffalo Star 

Woman—brings 27 years of nursing experience 
to her advocacy work. 
 
“I enjoy working with my relatives and kinship,” 
she shares. “Patients and families tend to be 
more open with Indigenous staff, and they are so 
grateful for the support. As a multigenerational 
survivor of the Residential Schools, advocating 
for Indigenous people is part of my healing 
journey. I’m fulfilled by raising Indigenous 
peoples' voices, concerns, and issues, protecting 
their rights, and standing up to racism.”

65 Years65 Years
AT MISERICORDIA
Monique Paulhus started working in the linen 
and laundry department as a teen when she 
moved to Winnipeg from Richer, MB. As a 
new laundry attendant, a coworker warned 
Monique that she wouldn’t last very long as 
the job is strenuous and repetitive. 
 
More than half a century later, Monique is 
still here. Congratulations on your incredible 
service to MHC, Monique! We look forward 
to celebrating your accomplishments at this 
year's long service retirement and recognition 
dinner. 



NEW HIRES

Bonnie Ma, RN II, Health Links 
– Info Santé

Christian Barroso, 
Polysomnography Trainee, 
Sleep Disorder Centre

Jamie Cagungun, HCA, MP1

Jayde Boyd, RN II, Health 
Links – Info Santé

Jennifer Raposo, CRN, Clinical 
Resource Team

Kiera Martin-Shimoji, 
Occupational Therapist, 
Occupational Therapy

Leah Pfeffer, CRN, Clinical 
Resource Team

Maria Bartolome, 
Polysomnography Trainee, 
Sleep Disorder Centre

P. Vanessa Maqueda, 
Communication Clerk, 

Donations can be dropped off in the
social work department (Rm. 259).
Thank you!

The Social Work Department is requesting donations of
men’s clothing. we are especially in need of men's size XL

clothing, men’s shoes/boots, & winter Coats. 

R E Q U E S T  F O R  D O N AT I O N S

GIFT SHOP 
New product sale on 
November 14 and 28

The gift shop will be setting up at the vendor table by 
elevator C from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. to sell some of their new 

products. Come by to see their selection of mitts from Raber 
Gloves and flavours of “chipnuts” from Picard’s Peanuts.

Cash and debit/credit cards will be accepted


