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Forward by Ron Hill… It became a book… 

This book is a strong historical account reflecting the caring and responsive 
approach by the Sisters of Misericordia who made the decision in the early days 
to make a difference delivering health care in Winnipeg and Manitoba. 

My connection and engagement was as Misericordia’s Director of 
Communications in addition to serving as Director of Development for 
Misericordia’s Foundation.  I had this honour and privilege for over 18 years.  I 

had the pleasure of working with an excellent Senior Management Team and ALL our other staff 
at All levels who so proudly reflected the Sister’s goal and purpose….Compassion of the heart 
for Those in Need. 

I had the pleasure of working with Jo-Anne McNeil in the Corporate Office.  Jo-Anne was, and 
is, a perfectionist in all she does…this book is no exception.  Her approach to detail is 
impeccable and especially important in gathering historical information in detail and with 
accuracy. 

Many of the chapters in this book reflect and embrace the Sisters purpose and their love for 
people.  Truly, this is an exciting book and I have been honoured and humbled to have had the 
opportunity to help Jo-Anne in this MHC book project.    

This book’s purpose is to share the Misericordia Sisters’ story reflective of their works and 
purpose.  In this process we talked about who the readers might be ….quickly we came to the 
conclusion that this book is for ALL to read.  While this is a historical account and it is not a 
conclusion to the Sisters planned legacy for the future.  This account was yesterday, now forward 
to the future, “compassion of the heart for those in need”.   I hope you enjoy the book. 
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 This book is proudly dedicated in Honour of Ted Bartman 

This book is for all, who in some way, have been connected 
with Misericordia and made a difference in the lives of those 
Misericordia serves.  There have been many notable leaders 
throughout Misericordia’s history.  The most notable, of 
course, are the Misericordia Sisters who began this Mission in 
Winnipeg in 1898 and sacrificed much to care for the single 
mothers and their babies and meet the needs of the 
community. 

There is another leader who worked tirelessly for more than 
30 years to ensure the Misericordia Sisters’ Mission and principals were maintained.  Ted 
Bartman was trained as a Pharmacist but very quickly rose up as a leader with strong 
administrative skills. He became Director of the Medical staff in 1969.  He left briefly to work 
with Manitoba Health until the Sisters and the Board of Directors called him back to 
Misericordia as President & CEO until his retirement in 2000.  

Ted was an influential and dynamic leader who engaged, inspired, and challenged those around 
him to fulfill the Sisters Mission within their area of service for those in need with Caring, 
Respect and Trust.   He was very well respected by the Misericordia family as well as the 
community of health in Winnipeg.  Ted believed Misericordia provided the best community and 
faith-based care possible and worked collaboratively with faith-based facilities to ensure that 
care continued.    
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Misericordia History 
by Jo-Anne McNeil in collaboration with the Heritage Collection 

Introduction 

In the late 1890s, Winnipeg was quickly growing into an important and busy metropolis with all 
the social issues that accompany large urban societies. At the invitation of Archbishop Adèlard 
Langevin of St. Boniface, the first Misericordia Sisters (Souers de Misèricorde) arrived from 

Montreal to address the needs of single mothers. The Archbishop 
saw the value of their mission work in Montreal that provided a home 
to dispense spiritual and medical attention to ostracized single mothers 
and their babies. When the Sisters arrived from Montreal, their goal 
was to carry on the Christian works of mercy begun by their founder, 
Sister Rosalie Cadron-Jettè. Sister Cadron-Jettè (pictured left) was 
called into service by Bishop Ignace Bourget to create a home for 
single mothers and their babies in Montreal in 1848. 

Chapter 1 

On October 28, 1898, Mother Marie-de-la-Misèricorde, the Superior General of the 
Montreal Order, and Sister St. Marie-Madeleine arrived in Winnipeg to consider the 
establishment of a new home in Winnipeg. Mother Marie-de-la-Misèricorde was very hesitant 
regarding this new establishment because she could see the inevitable hardships they would face 
in a frontier city; however, she could also see how desperately their services were needed. After 
seeing the situation facing the single mothers in Winnipeg, she returned to Montreal. At the 
beginning of December, she sent Sister Ste. Marie-Madeleine (the first Mother Superior in 
Winnipeg), Sister Marie du Bon-Pasteur, Sister Ste. Lucie Sister Marie du Carmel and lay nurse 
Helene Rioux, to establish the new home.   

The Grey Nuns in Winnipeg had previously established a similar home, Maison Sainte-
Marguerite, which had been constructed as a temporary dwelling near the St. Boniface General 
Hospital for single mothers and their babies. The Grey Nuns were thankful to the Misericordia 
Sisters as caring for single mothers and their babies was not within their mission’s mandate. 
They handed over the home and all its contents to the Misericordia Sisters, who took over care of 
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the single mothers and babies already in the home. This first home was renamed Les Soeurs de 
Misèricorde de St. Boniface and was officially organized and blessed on December 7, 1898 by 
Father Gravel, their first Chaplain. The Sisters funded the operations by begging for charity, 
receiving private payment for services and taking in boarders. It was here the Sisters would 
experience the suffering and hardships associated with having few funds, often barely having 
enough to sustain their patients with food and heat. Mr. J. A. Senecal, who later became the 
architect for construction of the Misericordia hospital, saw the dire situation the Sisters were in 
and provided them with the provisions of wood and coal.   

Chapter 2 

The first residence quickly became 
overcrowded and two houses on the south 
side of Broadway between Edmonton and 
Carlton were purchased for $9,500 from the 
Jesuit Fathers in January of 1899. Here is a 
photo of one of the Broadway Avenue 
houses.  The Sisters moved in and 
continued the work of their mission to care 
for single mothers and their children. This 
mission was highly criticized by 
neighbourhood residents who felt the 
Sisters were exposing their families to the 

morally deficient. In May 1899 a letter from the neighbours was received by the Sisters. It was 
accompanied by a signed petition and a proposal to donate $1,000 asking the Sisters to move 
away from the neighbourhood and proposing that the donation would aid in their doing so. The 
Sisters saw this as an opportunity to grow and prosper. The Jesuit Fathers agreed to take back the 
property on Broadway and the Sisters purchased two and a half acres of land for $3,900 on 
the current site of Misericordia Health Centre.  In July 1899 work began to build the first 
building on the site.   
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Chapter 3 

The Misericordia Maternity Hospital opened in 
February 1900 and was incorporated Wednesday, July 
19, 1900, under the title “Winnipeg Maternity 
Hospital” in the Province of Manitoba. It was a four-
story wood structure costing approximately $16,000.  
The basement was built on a raised foundation that 
housed the refectory, kitchen and laundry.  On the first 
floor were offices, a parlor and five private wards; on 
the second floor there were both public and private 
wards as well as operating rooms. The third floor was a 
large maternity ward. There were 50 beds staffed by 
eight nursing Sisters and two nursing students in 
training.  Obstetrics and maternity cases were 
exclusively managed in the hospital, but there were 
many orphan babies housed in the hospital as well. The 

Sisters asked that patients contribute to their stay any way they could; this was often unpaid 
domestic labour.  No woman was ever turned away.  

Chapter 4 

By 1903 the Maternity 
Hospital was crowded 
with abandoned 
children. Father J. N. 
Ritchot, from St. 
Norbert Parish south 
of Winnipeg, donated 
property and a house 
for the Sisters to run 
an orphanage and 
adoption agency 
called Crèche Asile 
Ritchot. Crèche is a 
French term for 
nursery. Single 

mothers remained in the home after confinement for up to six months. They used this time for 
recuperation and domestic work as a means of repaying room and board during their stay with 
the Sisters. It was not unusual for the Sisters to find an abandoned child on the doorstep of the 
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